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stranger to Brooklyn, and been treated with neglect and
now was much misrepresented; that I was satisfied and
confirmed that my impressions were correct, that there
was no proper party organization in Brooklyn, that they
had no proper canvass, that they did not labor and exert
themselves properly, but sat down leisurely and called on
the President and Secretary of the Navy to do their party
work and organization for them; that in this way they
could never make themselves formidable. They must
mingle with the people, be with them and of them, con-
vince them by intercourse that the Republicans were right.
That they should invite the employees to their meetings,
furnish them with arguments, get them interested, and
they would, in that way, have their willing efforts and
votes.

They thought, they said, they had a pretty good organiz-
ation, but if allowed to go into the yard they could better
organize, it would help them much. I told them I thought
such a proceeding would be wrong; it was a maxim with me
not to do that which I condemned in another. They said if
they could go near the paymaster when he was paying the
men off, and get the assessment off each man, it would
greatly aid them. I told them it would help them to no
votes. The man who was compelled to pay a party tax
could not love the party who taxed him. His contribution
must, like his vote, come voluntarily, and they must per-
suade and convince him to make him earnest and effective.

I promised to write instructing Delano, the constructor,
to pass on the selections and dismissals of men, and1 not to
depute this duty to his assistant. This, they thought,
would afford them relief, and though I perceived there was
disappointment in the matter of money-getting, which is
obviously the great object in view, they went off appar-
ently satisfied with the victory for Delano.

September 15, Thursday. Admiral Farragut writes that,
his health is giving way under the great labor imposed and